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 Safe are these adorable kittens named Bubble and Squeak

Verger rescues frightened kittens abandoned in graveyard
Two kittens are in the care of 
an animal charity after be-
ing rescued from a graveyard 
in Neasden where they were 
dumped.

The 10-week-old moggies, 
who have been named Bub-
ble and Squeak, have been 
housed by The Mayhew Ani-
mal Home, Trenmar Gar-
dens, Kensal Green, after 
they were saved by the ver-
ger of St Mary’s Church, 
Neasden Lane.

Ray Lane, 75, was alerted 
to the kittens by a member of 

the public who had witnessed 
them being chased around by 
local children. He said: 
“Knowing that there are a lot 
of foxes in our graveyard I 
wanted to see if I could find 
the kittens to prevent any 
harm coming to them. 

“I thought they may have 
been feral and a little wild, 
but as soon as I called them 
they came running over and 
were so friendly and had 
clearly been cared for by 
somebody recently.”

The Mayhew has seen a re-

cent spate of kittens being 
dumped and abandoned and, 
as breeding season begins to 
peak, many members of the 
public are calling the chari-
ty’s animal welfare officers 
to ask for help with young lit-
ters found in their garden.

Paul Grimes, The May-
hew’s animal welfare officer, 
said: “We are very grateful to 
Mr Lane that he took imme-
diate action to save these two 
kittens that would have been 
so vulnerable to dangers in 
the graveyard. They are such 

a friendly pair that it is clear 
they have been owned and 
have been purposefully 
dumped at the church as 
there are no houses nearby. 

“There are so many un-
wanted kittens arriving with 
us daily that we urge anyone 
to approach us for help rather 
than abandon their animals 
in an environment which 
may cause them to face a ter-
rible and frightening death.”

 Find out more at www.
mayhewanimalhome.org.

 Author Peter Stanford among the tombs at Paddington Old Cemetery

Unlocking the secrets 
of cemetery’s dead
When Peter Stanford started walking his dog in Paddington Old Cemetery, 
Willesden Lane, he became interested in the history of burial, resulting in 
him writing How to read a graveyard. Nancy Woods met him at the 
cemetery to find out why 

»“My book isn’t about fa-
mous people, it’s about us 
really, as we look at death 

as morbid,” Peter Stanford 
said.

“We are all curious about 
other people’s lives. Looking 
at the gravestones that are a 
bit like postage stamps and 
unravelling the history of 
the dead brought life and 
sparked the imagination.”

The cemetery is surround-
ed by a wall segregating the 
living from the dead. 

Victorian tombstones have 
epitaphs such as, “Resting or 
fell asleep” engraved on them 
but according to Peter this is 
inaccurate.

He said: “They are not rest-
ing they are dead and if they 
think they are resting then 
somebody has really tricked 
them.”

During medieval times 
burials took place in shared 
plots but it changed in the 
Victorian era when the way 
the dead were treated was 
given more importance.

Hence the introduction of 
individual graves and elabo-
rate tombstones unless the 

deceased is buried alongside 
his or her’s relatives as re-
quested by their family or is 
sadly given a pauper’s funer-
al (which is funded by the 
government).

As Paddington Old Ceme-
tery was built in the 1840s it 
follows the Victorian method 
of burial.

Peter, of Kilburn, said: 
“Victorians were obsessed 
by cleanliness. They wanted 
to dispose of the dead hygi-
enically so they introduced 
regulations meaning a brick 
chamber had to be built un-
der the ground to put coffins 
down.”

Sacrifice

In addition, the Victorians 
also changed the way burials 
were conducted.

“In the past there were 
Church of England burials 
only but the Victorians break 
the stranglehold of the 
Church,” Peter explained.

“There were no bar on bur-
ials and you could be buried 
regardless of belief – Jews, 
Catholics, Protestants, Mus-
lims could be buried regard-

less of faith.
“But the big change was 

the Victorians had twin 
chapels in the cemetery. On 
the left hand side is the An-
glican Chapel showing conti-
nuity of what had happened 
in the past and a Church of 
England chapel which is 
slightly more elaborate. On 
the other side is a chapel any-
one could use, showing free-
dom of burial.”

Like its counterpart in 
Kensal Green, the cemetery 
is a final resting place for fa-
mous people, albeit lesser 
known individuals.

Captain Beecher, a jockey 
who Beecher’s Brook fence at 
the Grand National race in 
Aintree is named after; Sa-
rah Disraeli, the sister of 
former Conservative prime 
minister Benjamin Disraeli-
and Jabez Spencer Balfour, 
who was involved in the big-
gest building society scam in 
the 19th century, are all bur-
ied there.

The cemetery is also home 
to Commonwealth war 
graves – burial plots of men 
and women who died in the 

two World Wars.
Peter said: “This was a 

very radical idea. 
“Soldiers were not repatri-

ated but buried individually 
in the country in which they 
died. So they all have exactly 
the same gravestone.

Talk

‘‘When I bring my dog in 
here on a Tuesday the Com-
monwealth War Graves Com-
mission gardeners are here 
to tend the plots.

“These graves are abso-
lutely perfect so we remem-

ber the people who sacrificed 
their lives.” 

The rest of the cemetery is 
looked after by Brent Coun-
cil.

Regarding today’s more 
elaborate tombstones, often 
with a photograph, of the de-
ceased, he said: “The Victori-
ans would never have done 
that.

‘‘They are much glitzier 
marble tombs and a lot of 
plastic flowers.”

Pondering about the future 
of cemeteries like Padding-
ton, he continued: “A survey 

showed that a standard 
length of time that a grave is 
still visited is 15 years. We 
built elaborate tombs and no-
body visits them.

“I think as I get older I find 
it more and more worrying 
that we live in a society that 
forgets very, very quickly. 

“But this place is great.” 

 Peter Stanford will be giving 
a free talk about his books 
and the history of graveyards 
at Queen’s Park Book Shop,  
Salusbury Road, Queen’s 
Park, on May 22, at 7pm. 
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